
 

 

 

 

 

 

EN 254SS Irish Studies 1 - Modern Irish Literature - 5 ECTS 

The early decades of the twentieth century was a period of remarkable creativity in Irish 
writing. During those decades Irish writers made a significant contribution to both Irish 
literature and world literature. In this course we will discuss a number of exemplary works 
from this period, beginning with the founding of the Abbey Theatre in 1904 and some of the 
plays produced there. We will then explore the poetry of W.B Yeats, paying attention to the 
different stages in his writing career and his evolving poetic engagement with Ireland and 
modernity. Finally we will examine two works by James Joyce, his short story ‘The Dead’ 
and his first novel, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.  

Throughout we will be exploring the complex relationship between literature, culture and 
politics in this formative period of Irish history. We will also be developing our understanding 
of the Irish Revival and of Irish Modernism.  

 

Primary texts: 

Augusta Gregory (with W.B. Yeats), Cathleen Ni Houlihan 

W. B. Yeats, The Countess Cathleen 

J.M. Synge, The Playboy of the Western World and Riders to the Sea 

W.B.Yeats, selected poetry 

James Joyce, ‘The Dead’ and A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 

 

Preliminary Reading 

Students should read all of the primary texts in advance of the course.  

Students should read the following poems by W.B. Yeats (available on Literature Online 
(LION) database via NUIM library website): 

‘To Ireland in the Coming Times’, ‘The Stolen Child’, ‘The Lake Isle of Inishfree’, ‘Cuchulain’s 
Fight with the Sea’, ‘The Man who Dreamed of Faeryland’,  ‘The Hosting of the Sidhe’, ‘Red 
Hanrahan’s Song about Ireland’, ‘Upon a House Shaken by the Land Agitation’, ‘At Galway 
Races’, ‘To a Wealthy Man who promised a Second Subscription to the Dublin Municipal 



Gallery if it were proved the People wanted Pictures’, ‘September 1913’, ‘Paudeen’, ‘To a 
Shade’, ‘In Memory of Major Robert Gregory’, ‘An Irish Airman Foresees his Death’, ‘Easter 
1916’, ‘The Second Coming’, ‘Meditations in Time of Civil War’ ‘Nineteen Hundred and 
Nineteen’, ‘A Prayer for My Daughter’, ‘Leda and the Swan’, ‘Among Schoolchildren’, ‘Under 
Ben Bulben’. 

Course Materials 

The texts of the four plays, along with ‘The Dead’, will be available electronically on Moodle. 

Students should acquire a copy of A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. 

Secondary material will be made available on Moodle.  

In addition NUIM library has an extensive collection of critical material on Irish literature; 
students are encouraged to make use of this during their stay in Maynooth. The library also 
subscribes to the major electronic databases, and also the Cambridge Companions Online; 
the latter includes volumes on Synge, Yeats and Joyce, along with others on Irish literature 
and are an extremely useful resource. 

Assessment 

Essay Plan (10%) 

2500-3000 word essay (90%) 

Prerequisites 

None 


