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Course title:  A messy garden. A history of the cultural values of Europe 
 
Language of instruction: English 
Professor: Víctor Farías Zurita.  
Professor’s contact and office hours: Monday, Wednesday, 17.30-19.30 
Course contact hours: 45  
Recommended credit: 3 US credits-6 ECTS credits 
Course prerequisites: There are no prerequisites for this course 
Language requirements: None 
 
 
Course focus and approach: The course is intended to provide an understanding of 
the basic aspects of what we may call an European civilization. Europe has a long and 
rich history and has contributed decisively to what our world is today. Europe has 
invented many ideas and beliefs about men and his world, has spread this ideas and 
beliefs to other continents, and many of its values are still today guiding our actions 
and ruling our attitudes towards life.  
 
 
Course description: The understanding of this particular legacy seems an important 
issue for young students coming from diferent cultural and historical backgrounds and 
spending a course in an European country. Each session will discuss in detail some of 
these diferent aspects and elements of European civilization in order to recognise that 
particular legacy. It will be essential to consider also the darker sides of our long 
history, to be critical towards our past, in order to get aware, as Stefan Wilkanowicz 
claimed, of the richness of our heritage, drawing from the wealth of Judaism, 
Christianity, Islam, Greek philosophy, Roman law, and humanism with both religious 
and non-religious roots; aware of the values of Christian civilization, which is the basic 
source of our identity; aware of the frequent betrayals of these values by both 
Christians and non-Christians; aware of the good and the evil that we have spread to 
the inhabitants of other continents; bemoaning the social catastrophe caused by the 
totalitarian systems that have originated within our civilization. 
 
 

Learning objectives: 1) With this course the student will be able to analyze the 
historical development of a particular civilization. 2) Students must be able to trace, 
relate and compare the past with today’s issues and problems. 3) Students will need to 
acquire and apply a number of academic tools at the university level: book reports, 
citation systems, writing of outlines, oral presentations… 4) Students will acquire an 
understanding of themselves and others and respect for different civilizations. 

 
Course workload: Class sessions, together with readings, in-class activities, 
discussions, student presentations, field trips, watching documentaries, and picture 
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viewing, are the pedagogical tools used in this class to present the material. With this 
course, students will develop a plural and objective view of this time period. 
 
 
Teaching methodology: This course provides the student a first hand experience with 
a historical time period that clearly marked the histories and societies of the Iberian 
Peninsula.  
 
 
Assessment criteria:  
 
1) Attendance and participation (25%). As already explained students' participation in 
class should be relevant to the class content and should not be disruptive. All students 
are enthusiastically encouraged to take part in class discussions and not be afraid to 
express their opinions and ask questions as this is a valuable part of the learning 
experience. 
 
2) Oral presentation (25%). An analysis of one of the sessions' readings has to be 
presented orally to the class. The readings to be presented are proposed by the 
professor and are included in a Companion to be found in our Global Campus. Every 
student has to present one reading. The presentations may be done in group if there 
are more students in class than readings proposed. 
 
3) Midterm exam (25%), about the issues treated in the lessons, homework assignment 
and the oral presentations. 
 
4) Final exam (25%), about the issues treated in the lessons, homework assignment 
and the oral presentations. 
 
 
Absence policy 
 
After the add/drop, all registrations are considered final and HESP Absence Policy 
begins to apply. For the academic year 2011-2012, such policy is as follows:  
 
Attending class is mandatory and will be monitored daily by professors. Missing 
classes will impact on the student’s final grade as follows:  
 
Absences Penalization  
 Up to two (2) absences  No penalization  
Three (3) absences 1 point subtracted from final grade (on a 

10 point scale) 
Four (4) absences 2 points subtracted from  
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final grade (on a 10 point scale) 
Five (5) absences or more The student receives an INCOMPLETE 

(“NO PRESENTAT”) 
for the course 

 
The PEHE/HESP attendance policy does not distinguish between justified or 
unjustified absences. The student is deemed responsible to manage his/her 
absences.  
 
Emergency situations (hospitalization, family emergency...) will be analyzed on a case 
by case basis by the Academic Director of the HESP. 
 
 
Classroom norms: 
 
Classroom behavior: 1) Students must be punctual. Please arrive in class on time and 
don’t leave early without prior notification. Students will not be admitted to class ten 
minutes after the class has started. 2) Attendance is mandatory. 3) Students must 
attend classes dressed in an appropriate manner (no swimming trunks allowed or 
baseball caps on during classes). 4) Cell phones should be switched off during classes. 
5) Eating and drinking anything but water is prohibited. 6) Students must not leave and 
re-enter the class during lectures. If a student needs to leave the class he/she should 
do so with the teacher's consent. 7) Students must show respect to faculty and fellow 
students. Any form of verbal abuse will be sanctioned. 8) Students' participation in class 
should be relevant to the class content and should not be disruptive. Lack of attention 
or an apathetic attitude will not be tolerated. 9) Students must be fully prepared for 
each class session, ensuring that they have worked on the assigned readings and 
homework. Students should also bring all the necessary materials they need in class. 
10) No computers or any other electronical devices allowed.  
 
 
Weekly schedule 
 
A weekly schedule /or daily schedule, should follow, session by session. The date is 
not necessary. Reading assignments for the week should be listed in this week 
schedule. 
 
Session 1 
Presenting the course 
 
Session 2 
Introduction 
 
Defining terms: what do we mean when we talk about Europe, culture and values 
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Session 3 
Looking at the past: ancient and modern 
 
Defining a legacy: Ancient and Modern. The end of Antiquity: the City of God and the 
City of Man. The place of Christianity. The medieval centuries: Christianity and 
christianities. Dark Ages and Ages of Light: the Renaissance and the renaissances in 
Europe. The human deeds: inventing History. Continuities: a place for tradition and the 
meaning of conversation 
 
Session 4 
The world of Old Europe and the other worlds 
 
Europe and the other parts of the world. The ancient world, the medieval world. 
Monsters and the margins of the world: The Travels of Sir John Mandeville. Marco Polo 
y Odorico de Pordenone: travelers and preachers. Europe and its barbars. 
Cristophorus Columbus and America: towards a modern world 
 
Session 5 
Ruling the polity: debating good and bad government 
 
Searching for good government. Rome and its legacy: from Constantine to 
Charlemagne. The kings of the Middle Ages. Monarchies: construction and 
legitimization, 13th and 14th centuries. The struggles with the papacy,  11th and 14th 
centuries. Ambrogio Lorenzetti in Siena: the republic as alternative. The new prince: 
Niccolò Machiavelli and the modern state 
 
 
Session 6 
Slavery, freedom and human dignity 
 
An ancient legacy: slaves and slavery. Slaves in the Middle Ages. The New World and 
modern slavery. Freedom and the struggle for human dignity: Bartolomé de las Casas 
and his Brevísima relación de la destrucción de las Indias 
 
Session 7 
A beautiful heroe: chivalry and courtly culture 
 
A beautiful heroe. The warrior and the knight: a medieval invention. Chivalry and 
courtly culture. A beautiful culture. The invention of the fork: a process of civilization. 
Beautiful people, joyful people. The Garden of Delights. Parody and resistence. From 
La Mancha to Amazonas: chivalry in the New World 
 
Session 8 
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The invention of love 
 
The invention of a passion: courtly love. A passion for beautiful people: courtly love and 
courtly culture. Love in the schools of the 12th century. Learning from Ovid. Born under 
Venus: love and nature. Other loves: charity and Christian love 
 
Session 9 
Dealing with the passions 
 
Learning about passions and accidents: the teachings of the philosophers. Christians 
and their passions. Modernity and the repression of emotions 
 
Session 10 
The city of ladies: men and women 
 
The courtly lady. Eve and the common places about the female. The city of ladies: 
contesting common places. The sciences about women 
 
Session 11 
Midterm exam 
 
Session 12 
The creation of a Christian society 
 
A Latin Christianity. Conversions in the West. The revolution of the bishop of Rome. 
The head of a Church: the pope. The medieval Church and Christianity as a body. 
Those outside the Church. The coming of the reformers 
 
Session 13 
The coming of the rigorists: defining Christian morals 
 
From Agustin of Hipona to Thomas Aquinas: the moralists and Christian morals. 
Original sin. The vices and the virtues: teaching and preaching about lust. A world of 
sinners: harlots. The unspeakable vice: sodomy 
 
Session 14 
A place for poverty 
 
Christians and poverty. Jesus of Nazareth: a radical reading of a legacy. The poor and 
poverty in the Middle Ages. The little poor: Francis of Asis and his love for lady Poverty. 
A modern reading of poverty: the suspicious poor 
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Session 15 
Europe and its neighbours 
 
The other Christianities. Islam and the world of infidels. Christian preceptions of  Islam 
and Muslims. World of Islam and World of Christianity: peaceful coexistence. The 
struggle in the name of the Cross. A difficult legacy 
 
Session 16 
The other within: the long way to toleration 
 
The other within: segragation, discrimination and marginalization. The many others: 
from heretics to whitches. The religious Other. The Sinagogue and the Church: Jewish  
presence in Europe. Patterns of convivencia: the case of Sefarad. A persecuting 
civilization. The invention of toleration 
 
Session 17 
From scholars to intellectuals: the conquests of reason 
 
Faith and reason: the beginning of a difficult coexistence. The early schools and the 
renaissance of the 12th century. The first intellectuals. The discovery of the Ancient. The 
translators of Toledo, 12th and 13th centuries. The Jewish contribution. The sciences 
and the universities. Aristotle and Galen. Pleasure and the search for health: 
physicians and sexuality. The scientific revolution: towards a disenchanted world 
 
Session 18 
The european city and the new urban cultures 
 
A world of cities: the medieval urbanization, 11th to 15th centuries. The cities in the 
Mediterrean. The cities and the great transformations. The new urban cultures. To 
laugh in the city. The beginnings of secularization 
 
Session 19 
The rich can be saved: considering wealth 
 
The cities and their economies. Buying and selling: creating capitalism. The love of 
money and its detractors. The crisis of a gift-giving society. Back to the desert: the 
rejection of the cities. The camel and the eye of a needle. To be rich and to be a 
Christian 
 
Session 20 
A place for joy: festivals and festive culture 
 
So many festivals. Festivals and festive culture: Bakhtin and the reading of Rabelais. A 
place for fools: Erasmus of Rotterdam and Praise of folly. The confiscación of festivals: 
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the case of Florence. Towards a seria and rigorist modernity 
 
Session 21 
The conquest of the individual 
 
The medieval in his world. The miseries of man. Las diferencias: los hombres y las 
mujeres. Lady Nature and lady Fortune. The proposal of the humanists. Discovering 
the ordinary. The modern individual: la autonomy and interpendencie. The discovery of 
solitude. A plural and universal individual 
 
Session 22 
Final exam 
 
 
Recommended bibliography:   
 
The Cultural Values of Europe, ed. Hans Joas and Klaus Wiegandt, Liverpoool: 
Liverpool University Press, 2008 
 
Jean Delumeau, Sin and Fear. The Emergence of a Western Guilt Culture, 13th-18th 
Centuries, New York: St. Martin's Press, 1990 
 
John Huxtable Elliott, The Old World and the New, 1492-1650, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1992 
 
Josep Fontana, The Distorted Past. A Reinterpretation of Europe, Oxford…: Blackwell, 
1995 
 
Bronislaw Geremek, The Common Roots of Europe, Cambridge: Polity Press, 1996 
 
Heikki Mikkeli, Europe as an Idea and an Identity, Houndmills…: Palgrave, 1998 
 
Robert Ian Moore, The Origins of European Dissent, Toronto: Medieval Academy of 
America, 1994 
 
The Idea of Europe. From Antiquity to the European Union, edited by Anthony Pagden, 
Cambridge…: Woodrow Wilson Center Press: Cambridge  University Press, 2002 
 
Vassilis Lambropoulos, The Rise of Eurocentrism. Anatomy of interpretation, Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1993 
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Anthony Grafton, Worlds Made by Words. Scholarship and Community in the Modern 
West, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2009 
 
Tzvetan Todorov, The Imperfect Garden. The Legacy of Humanism,  Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2002 
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