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Health Care in Latin America 

 
  

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is intended to create a unique interdisciplinary professional experience for students 
interested in Latin American and Caribbean health issues. Within the field of public and private 
health, its particular focus is on public health assessment strategies. Through this course, students 
will be exposed to current challenges facing Latin America and the Caribbean and thus able to 
reach an understanding of the way global public health issues unfold in the region.  
 
The course provides students with definitions and updated material that would open them to 
opportunities such as examining issues related to the people, places and politics to assess the 
delivery and quality of health care in Latin America.  Students prepare for each class by first 
reading and reviewing chapters from the text. The instructor will give highlights in class of major 
concepts for each week´s material. With classes involving formal and interactive sections where 
students will work independently or in groups to develop investigative, writing and presentation 
skills, as well as participate in open class discussions 

COURSE LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

 Readings from chapters in the text:  Anthology of healthcare in Latin-America. Students 

will read several chapters a week in these texts.  

 Analytical Sessions– Students will work in small groups to understanding health care issues 

in Latin-American settings.  

 Tests: Students will have an opportunity to demonstrate what they have learned via two 

essay tests.  

 E-mail: Instructor will make use of email to complement coursework; students will have to 

check as often, as we will be tracking current health care issues of the week. 

 Latin American Analysis Paper: Students will work on a culminating project that analyzes 

and makes recommendations on a current health issue in Latin America. 

 

TOPICAL COURSE OUTLINE 

1. Introductory concepts 

1.1. Universal issues of Latin America 

1.2. Health concepts 

1.3. Social security concepts 

2. Social security reform in Latin America 

2.1. A Comparative analysis of health care reform in Argentina, Brazil, and Mexico 

3. The institutional framework of health in Costa Rica 

3.1. Health: A constitutional right (Universality vs. Selectivity) 

3.2. The financing of health  
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4. Health programs and services in Costa Rica 

4.1. Primary health care 

4.2. Secondary health care 

4.3. Tertiary health care 

4.4. Public health 

4.5. Private health  

4.6. Community participation 

5. Health care reforms and their effects in Costa Rica 

5.1. The political symbolism of health in Costa Rica 

5.2. The state of pensions in Costa Rica 

5.3. in Costa Rica 

5.4. The state of pensions in Costa Rica 

 

ASSESSMENT AND GRADING POLICY 

The final grade for this course will be determined by the total percentage of credit awarded (100% 

maximum) for your participation and productivity as follows: 

 Class Participation and Group Work (20%) 

 Two Tests (20 % each for 40%) 

 Final Latin Health Care Issue Project (40%) 

AN ANTHOLOGY BASED ON THE FOLLOWING TEXTBOOKS WILL BE PROVIDED: 

 Lawrence W. Tuller, An American´s Guide to doing Business in Latin America. Adams 

Business, and F+W Publication (2008). MA U.S.A 

 Carmelo Mesa-Lago, Reassembling Social Security: A survey of pensions and healthcare 

reforms in Latin America. Oxford University Press (2007). NY U.S.A. 

 Kurt Weyland, Learning from foreign models in Latin American policy reform. John Hopkins 

University Press (2004), Baltimore, U.S.A. 

 Lynn M. Morgan, Community participation in health The politics of primary care in Costa 

Rica. Cambridge University Press (1993). NY U.S.A. 

 Sonia Fleury, Susana Belmartino and Enis Baris, Reshaping Health Care in Latin America: A 

Comparative Analysis of Health Care Reform in Argentina, Brazil, and Mexico. International 

Development Research Centre (2000). Canada 
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DISCLAIMER 
The faculty reserves the right to modify the syllabus, course policies, class scheduling, and course 
assignments/requirements at any time during the quarter, yet allowing sufficient notice to 
students in order for them to adequately complete course requirements. 
 
DISABILITY STATEMENT 
Students who have disabilities and who believe that they may need academic adjustments in this 
course are encouraged to contact Hospital Clínica Bíblica and/or ICDS to ensure that documented 
accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.  All discussion will remain confidential.   

 
ICDS ACADEMIC POLICY 

 
Academic Integrity 

ICDS/Winter term is committed to a learning environment that embraces honesty. Faculty, 

students, and administrators share responsibility for maintaining this environment of academic 

honesty and integrity, accepting responsibility for all actions, personal and academic. Each 

member of the ICDS community is expected to read, understand, and uphold the values identified 

and described for academic integrity.  

Students in this course are expected to abide by common sense, normal regulations on Academic 

Integrity.  Violations of the Academic Integrity policy include, but are not limited to plagiarism, 

fabrication, cheating, and academic misconduct, including dishonest acts such as tampering with 

grades or taking part in obtaining or distributing any part of an administered or unadministered 

test/assignment. The intent to violate this policy also represents a violation of this policy.   

Possible Sanctions for Violating Academic Integrity Policy 

If an act of academic dishonesty is determined to have occurred, one or more of the following 

sanctions will be imposed, depending on the severity of a first-time offense:  

 Reduction of a course grade 
 An “F” for the assignment or exam 
 Failure for the entire course 
 Other action deemed appropriate by the faculty member 
 Any of the above sanctions with the inability to withdraw. 

The decision about the sanction to apply will be made jointly by the course’s professor and ICDS’ 

Academic Director, in consultation with home university on-site Director for the program, if 

applicable.  The incident will be reported to the home university and may result in an official 

conduct record for the student(s). 

Second violation:  A second violation will result in suspension or expulsion from the program, in 

addition to any sanction issued from the list above.  


