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SEMESTER REQUIREMENTS

1AND 2 NON-NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKERS MUST PRESENT A CERTIFICATE FROM THEIR ENGLISH
DEPARTMENT THAT DEMONSTRATES THEY HAVE AN ADVANCED (B2/+) LEVEL OF ENGLISH
(SPOKEN AND WRITTEN)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

“Life is not what one lived, but what one remembers and how one remembers it in
order to recount it.” Gabriel Garcia Marquez.

This course aims to give its students a broad view of contemporary Latin American
literature, both poetry and narrative, as well as a thorough approach towards themes
developed by authors such as Jorge Luis Borges, Julio Cortazar, Gabriel Garcia Maquez,
Alvaro Mutis and Pablo Neruda. The role of women writers will also be explored
through the works of the Chilean author Maria Luisa Bombal, a highly influential
literary figure who pioneered the Latin American feminist narrative.

ASSOCIATED COMPETENCIES

At Universidad Vifa del Mar, they have identified three core competencies for their
students.
One of them, competency for a “cultural good”, is described as follows:

“Knowledge, abilities, and skills that help us to understand the arts in their diverse
expressions and contexts in order to strengthen the students” cultural good”.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students who demonstrate competence in “cultural good” can:

Appreciate and incorporate the diverse artistic and esthetic expressions which
surround the student by a way of understanding the society and its different
expressions.

PRINCIPAL CONTENT
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First Unit: The Latin American solitude and hopelessness
- The Labyrinth of Solitude (extracts) (Octavio Paz, 1950)
- “The Hopelessness” (conference speech) (Alvaro Mutis, 1968)

Second Unit: The Latin American Boom

- Magic realism by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

- The fantastic by Julio Cortazar

- Precursors: Jorge Luis Borges — Maria Luisa Bombal

Third Unit: Neruda

- The poet’s calling: Twenty Love Poems and a Song of Despair
- The poet’s coming-of-age: Residence on Earth

- The poet’s commitment: Canto General and Elemental Odes

TEACHING AND EVALUATION METHODOLOGY

Seminar-style classes which are complemented with reading assignments. The course
learning process approaches its literary subject from different genres: narrative,
poetry, essays and interviews. This diversity brings forwards the literary works as well
as the creative process behind each of them. There is also a cinematic approach: films
will be shown so the students can have a visual representation of the themes
developed throughout the semester.

Formative Evaluation: the student participation as they share their thoughts regarding
the themes being discussed during class. This generates a dialogue that allows to
enhance the approach of the themes being developed, as well as to evaluate the
student’s commitment to the course.

Summative Evaluation: The final grade will result from the following evaluations:
- Oral Presentation 1: 23%

- Oral Presentation 2: 23%

- Class Participation: 24% (formative)

- Final Exam: 30%

MAIN BIBLIOGRAPHY

BomBAL, MARIA LUISA. OBRAS COMPLETAS. ZIG-ZAG, 2010.

BORGES, JORGE LuUIS. FicciONES. DEBOLSILLO, 2011.
---. EL ALEPH. DEBOLSILLO, 2011.
---. EL HACEDOR. DEBOLSILLO, 2011.
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CORTAZAR, JULIO. BESTIARIO. PUNTO DE LECTURA, 2007.

---. FINAL DEL JUEGO. PUNTO DE LECTURA, 2009.

---. LAS ARMAS SECRETAS. ALFAGUARA, 1998.

---. HISTORIAS DE CRONOPIOS Y DE FAMAS. PUNTO DE LECTURA, 2007.
---. RAYUELA. CATEDRA, 2001.

GARCIA MARQUEZ, GABRIEL. LA INCREIBLE Y TRISTE HISTORIA DE LA CANDIDA ERENDIRA Y DE SU ABUELA
DESALMADA. DEBOLSILLO, 2007.

---. CIEN ANOS DE SOLEDAD. EDICION CONMEMORATIVA. ALFAGUARA, 2007.

---. VIVIR PARA CONTARLA. EDITORIAL SUDAMERICANA, 2002.

MuTIs, ALVARO. LA MUERTE DEL ESTRATEGA. FONDO DE CULTURA EconOmicA, 1995.
---. SUMMA DE MIAQROLL EL GAVIERO. VISOR, 2002.

NERUDA, PABLO. VEINTE POEMAS DE AMOR Y UNA CANCION DESESPERADA. SoL 90, 2003.
---. RESIDENCIA EN LA TIERRA. UNIVERSITARIA, 2004.

---. CANTO GENERAL. CATEDRA, 2005.

---. ODAS ELEMENTALES. CATEDRA, 2006.

---. CONFIESO QUE HE VIVIDO. MIEMORIAS. SEIX BARRAL, 2017.

PAz, OCTAVIO. EL LABERINTO DE LA SOLEDAD. FONDO DE CULTURA EcONOMICA, 2004.

SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Altamirano, Carlos, ed. Historia de los intelectuales en América Latina Il. Katz Editores,
2010.

Auerbach, Erich. Mimesis: la representacion de la realidad en la literatura occidental.
Fondo de Cultura Econémica, 2014.

Ayén, Xavi. Aquellos afios del boom. Garcia Mdrquez, Vargas Llosa y el grupo de
amigos que lo cambiaron todo. Debate, 2019.

Bloom, Harold. El canon occidental: La escuela y los libros de todas las épocas.
Anagrama, 2017.

Caillois, Roger. Jorge Luis Borges y otros textos sudamericanos. Ediciones UDP, 2012.

Coetzee, J. M. Costas Extrafias. Debate, 2005.
---. Inner Workings. Penguin, 2007.
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Cohn, Deborah. The Latin American Literary Boom and U.S. Nationalism during the
Cold War. Vanderbilt University Press, 2012.

Cortazar, Julio. Clases de Literatura. Berkeley, 1980. Alfaguara, 2013.

Dalmau, Miguel. Julio Cortdzar: el cronopio fugitivo. Edhasa, 2015.

Dominguez Michael, Christopher. Octavio Paz en su siglo. Editorial Aguilar, 2014.
Donoso, José. Historia personal del “boom”. Alfaguara, 2007.

Eagleton, Terry. Cémo leer literatura. Ariel, 2016.

Eisner, Mark. Neruda: el llamado del poeta. HarperCollins Espafiol, 2018.

Harss, Luis. Los nuestros. Sudamericana, 1969.

Josipovici, Gabriel. What Ever Happened to Modernism? Yale University, 2011.

Loyola, Hernan. Neruda. La biografia literaria. Seix Barral, 2006.
---. Los pecados de Neruda. Lumen, 2019.

Martin, Gerald. Gabriel Garcia Mdrquez: una vida. Debate, 2009.
Magris, Claudio. ftaca y mds alld. Monte Avila, 1998.

Menton, Seymour. Historia verdadera del realismo mdgico. Fondo de Cultura
Econdmica, 1998.

Ortega, Julio. La imaginacion critica. Prdcticas de innovacion en la narrativa
contempordnea. Ediciones UAH, 2010.

Parks, Tim. Desde aqui leo. Miradas al cambiante mundo del libro. Fondo de Cultura
Econdmica, 2017.

Rodriguez Monegal, Emir. Borges por él mismo. Monte Avila, 1980.

Rojas, Rafael. La polis literaria: El boom, la Revolucion y otras polémicas de la Guerra
Fria. Taurus, 2018.

Santana-Acufia, Alvaro. Ascent to Glory: How One Hundred Years of Solitude Was
Written and Became a Global Classic. Columbia University Press, 2020.
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Sarlo, Beatriz. Borges, un escritor en las orillas. Siglo XXI, 2015.

Sepulveda Llanos, Fidel. Hispanoamérica en diez novelas. Ediciones UC, 2017.
Solares, Ignacio. Imagen de Julio Cortdzar. Fondo de Cultura Econdmica, 2008.
Todorov, Tzvetan. Introduccion a la literatura fantdstica. Premia Editores, 1981.

Villoro, Juan. Efectos personales. Ediciones Era, 2001.
---. La pasidn y la condena. Viaje en torno a una mesa de trabajo. Editorial UV, 2014.

Williamson, Edwin. Borges. Una vida. Seix Barral, 2007.

Zuiiga, Diego. Maria Luisa Bombal, el teatro de los muertos. Ediciones UDP, 2019.




